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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCI. VIANILDX
WASHINGTOM. D.C. 20308 :

July 16, [15fi4 Exesutive Reistry .
84—’:.‘,—40]C TS R By ¥, =

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CHARLES HILL S -
Executive Secretary 7
Department of State . IO | : -

COL R. J. AFFOURTIT oI ‘
Executive Secretary ﬁ - '
Department of Defense ) { _ -

) 25X1
Executive Secretary '
Central Intelligence Agency }

SUBJECT: Wwhite House Digest: “Caztgp'g Cuba:— -
A Model for Arrested Dev lgpment"

Please provide your comments regarding the attached White House
‘ Digest, "Castro's Cuba: A Model for Arrested Development'i by
| July 20. Thank you. '

Lkt [fnndl™

Robert M. [{immitt
Executive pecretary

Attachmert i

‘White House Digest
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CASTRO'S CUBA: A MODEL FOR ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT

i
In the 25 years that Fidel Castro has ruled Cupa, he

consistently portrayed his revolution as a model for Thlrd

states that wish to escape the burdens o¢f underdewelopment

Castro presents Cuba as a success story, implying that the
country was woefully underdeveloped in 1959 but now boasts

0

h;s
World

impressive statistics in different areas pf econcmip dgve; pment .

Such a portrayal ignores many important facts and 15'

eliber-

ately misleading. Cuba before January }958 was well aheaq pf
most other, if not all .other Carxbbeaq tates in mapy 5191 1 ficant

economic areas.

!
In 1958 Cuba enjoyed the highest Gross Naticmal Prody
(GNP) and per capita income in the Carik
It had significantly liarger numbers of cars and telkphone
its Caribbean and Centjal American neighbprs, Mcrepver,
numbers of such items yere steadily rising in the m;ars b
the Castro takeover.

By 1975, however, several Latin American coyntries had
passed Cuba in some of these economic indicators, q,monstg
that while some progress had been made in Cuba, it ;1id not
approach the progress made dut1nq the s
countries.

ct
pan Basin pfter h@ uU.s.

than

12

fiore

ting

e years in non-Ccmpunist

Eight other Caribbean Basin states, all of whon were rell

behind Cuba in such things as numbers of cars, tﬂle hones,
televisions in 1958, made great strides|in all thesp areaq

Py

1977. 1In Cuba, on the other hand, there was noth1ng apprgasching

the improvement in the other eight states. If anything, C
shown itself to be a model of arrested developmert.

upa has

Nevertheless, impressive sounding *lalms are made bynCastrq

and on behalf of Castro. One of these is the supposed 1mﬁ
ment in the infant mortality rate in the years since 1959.
Again, Castro began from a high level. |Cuba‘'s infapnt morq

rate in 1959 was 32 per thousand. This yas better than mogt

countries in the world, including Germany, Italy ang Spairp
1970, the rate had risen to 38%, although Castro clapims t
reduced it to 19% by 1980.

Cpve-=.
ality

- In
' .havea

Castro also takes credit for improying literacy and quical

care. In the area of literacy, the rate in 1959 was 78%

rising. Castro's "success” has been simply in doing away ' b1th

remaining pockets of illiteracy. ImprovVement in medical
measured in numbers of people per physipian, has also lagc
behind the improvement made in other deweloping qouptrzes

dependent on sugar and on a huge Soviet| subsidy. This is
future Castro has to offer his Third World imitators.

q
In the meantime, the Cuban economy| has growr cpmplet]

are,

e.:l WQ|1 1

ly
the
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Introduction

. )

Cuba is similar to Ohio both in size and population.
frequently presented as a model for underdeveloped states
of the alleged improvements that have been made jn a numbi
economic indicators since Castro marched into Hayana on Jj
1, 1959. : i

It is
becayse
r of
nuary

orth
nomy

This model that is held up for emulation by so many i
American scholars is one of rigid statel control of the ec
and greatly restricted civil liberties. X
bcyt the differency

1s, the “elemental |

4

He is tY1ica1 of

A Mexican scholar- recently wrote, a
between civil liberties and what he cal
liberties,” which he claims Cuba has congpered.
many apologists for Cuba when he says:

"How are we going to say to all of these pecplel}
{Mexicans, Salvadorans, Guatemalans] that they myst fight
socialism to defend their liberty jof expresizicn? Whiit
liberty? Do we really think that jall these miserabl
can express all their frustration,| hitternej3s and an
Let us think for a moment that we might talk to the
Nicaraguans of those fundamental liherties that the
have conquered.

*Let us tell them that ... i
receive free medical attention. hgt in Cuba na one
hunger. That in Cuba everyone hag shoes..., 2nd let
the Nicaraguans that in return for this there is no
of expression in Cuba and dissent [ig not allowed and

peop ;l.e
er?

gt

rybang
suba all the ¢hi1[;en
dies of
ys tell
Frgedum
ive

them the choice.
stay as they are, dying of hunger

liberty of expression? Or would ¢t

option?”™

This reasoning, besides revealing
elitism, also assumes that it is neces
freedom and plenty. Further, it accept
reign has been an economic success stor

The reality - Cuba Befd

What do you thin

k they woild prefe
byt exercising the;
hey choosp the oth

s the Castrq line
Yo

re Castro

In 1958, Cuba was far ahead of mo
American neighbors economically. More
tors used to measure such progress wer
1950s.

Some of these advances had little
system the island had. Advances in teg
industry have taken place all over the
and all countries have benefitted to va

:

t ¢f its Laribbean
ver, many ¢ che q

Fising th.._.ghout
I

*thnology, medicine
world in the 2Dth‘
irying degrees. It

a certain amount of
éary o chposie betw

to dn with the pol)

5

:
£
31

To

3

>N
that his

Central
n¢licar
 the

t:ical
nad
Century
bs

ingenious for Castro to take credit for all the material padvances

that have taken place while he has held powpr.
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Unitecd Nations Statistical Yearbooks
International Organizations clearly show
were much better off than Nicaraguans, Co
or the people in the two countries of His
examples will demonstrate this. It is mo
Cuba with Costa Rica and the Dominican Re
states have had long periods of democrati
market economic policies. '

Cuba in 1958 had about 5.3 times as
Rica and about 2.3 times as many as the D
However, ths Cubans had 170,000 telephone
telephoneg Costa Rica and 9 times more th
Republic. ’

Cubans travelled around their island
1958, on 7,000 km of paved roads. Costa |

less than 10% of the Cuban figure, and leis than 15% of the

roads5 even though Costa Rica is less thaj
Cuba. '

Television was also readily availablg
days. There were 500,000 T.V.'s in Cuba,
6,000 in the Dominican Republic. 1In fact
six times as many televipion receivers as
inhabitants of eight other Caribbean natis

Castrc has also mad¢ many grandiose ¢
health care, especially for the poorest p
again, it is important tp see what Castro
what the trends were in ]1958. The year b
that Cuba had about 6,40 doctors, more t
ten years earlier.

Costa Rica had only 379 Doctors ig 1
Republic had fewer than 600 (in 1954). 1
that Cuba was already well ahead of its n
lute numbers of physicians and the ratio
inhabitants.

This undoubtedly accounts in part fo
lower death rates in Cuba, as compared to
Dominican Republic. Interestingly enough
dropped substantially in the latter two c
in Cuba the drop was less than one per th

Castro resorted to an outright fabri
for lowering the infant mortality rate.
Castroism-is that it is responsible for 1
mortality rate from 60 per thousand to 19
reality is less impressive.

wWhen Castro camg to power, the rate
but 32 per thousand. Lowering this rate

was not 6( per thoy

and other sources
hat the people of
ta Ricgna, Salvada
anppla.” A few ;
t useful to compar
uplic since these

pelitics and free|

any people as COSE
ipican Fepublic.™”
, 13 times as many
n the Dominican

in
Rigans had; 15,000 q

h half the size of

p in. the pre-Castrq
compared with only
, the Cubgns had al
didﬁthe 19 millio
DNS .

claims abqut improy
bople of Cuba. Ong
had to work with
efore, the U.N. reg
han double the numk

1

357 and the Domini
What this means is
righbors hoth in a
hf doctors to

r the subgtantiall
Costa Rica and th
, the death rates
puntrieg by 1972, v
busand.

caticn to claim suc
Part of the legend
owering the infant
per thougand. Thg

to 19, which, by 1

159,060 cars iq‘

f.rom
Ctaba
rans,

e

FS,
aved

ot

s
e
nd

crted,
er of

an
o=

thich

cess
of

sand

he
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way, is Castro's figure and not that of 3n independent heal
organization, is far less an accomplishment than gping f{rom

19.

In the first eleven years of Castroisp, however, the r
f/he same period i
rape drppped sub

actually rose to 38 per thousand. Durin

.Costa Rica and the Dominican Republic, t

What becomes clear from these figures is first
jjower than that o
several developed states (Germany, Italy |apd Spain) and far

stantially.
Castro inherited an infant mortality rat

than anywhere else in Latin America; and|se¢copd, that the

worsening of this rate was virtually unique ip the Caribbeg

area.

This is, no doubt, why Castro misrepresepted the rate

he came to power.

and impartial observers would accept Cas ro’s figure witho

looking into it more closely.

Castro is praised by some observers for pringing life
expectancy up to 70 years, certainly a r sgectable fiqure,

true. But once again, Fidel began with
of his neighbors. Life expectancy in Cuk
compared to 61 in Costa Rica and only 49
Republic. By 1975 it had risen to 69.5,
Costa R}Sa's rise was also 12% and the D¢
to 18%.

higher figure th
>a from 1955-60 wa
ip the Dominican
fpr an increasg o
mipnican Republic

Castro's "achievement,” therefore,

¢

as no better than

democratic Costa Rica's and not as dramati; as the Dominic

Republic's. More to the point, life exp
increasing in most states not at war bec
and health care. This has little to do
structure.

Finally, there remains the question
Castro's and his apologists’' most grandi
area and they are frequently used as jus
totalitarianism policies. Castro inheri
literacy rates in Latin America and a we
society. (Literacy is usually higher in
rural areas.)

In fact, the literacy rate in 1958
was largely due to the trend toward urba
alization. Castro's "success®" has been
with remaining pockets of illiteracy. E

unalloyed blessing, since Castro's literg

heavy dose of Marxist-Lgninist indoctrin
spelling l!essons.

ctancy has been
use of better med
ith the political

of literacy. Som

se claims, are in

ification, for his

ej one of the hig
lradvanced urban
urban areas than

as about 78%.ll

izatjon &nd indus
simply ir doing a
ren this is not an

tion alorg with t

cy prxogrim includg

th
§0 to

aye
h

that

¢
jower

1 .

gforp

what is puzzling is that sp many knowleq pable

|

®

n most
62,

12%.
ent up

j

< _
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Arrested Development - Cuba and

Hthers Since 1959

wWe have seen that in 1959 Cuba was
neighbors in numbers of telephones, cars
infant mortality and literacy. The impr
however, have been far less dramatic tha
had Communist governments or huge Soviet

far ahead of its
, televisjons, doc
pvements sjince 195!
n in states that h
subsides, Costa

and the Dominican Republic are prime examples of this.

By 1961, both Cuba and the Dominicah Regublic; were em¢
from long perioés of traditional dictatorship, thyt of Fulc
Battista in Cuba and Omar Trujillo in the Dominicin Republ

However, the Dominican ¥5public was in terrihle ec¢onomic s}

and Cuba was far ahead.

One «f the easiest ways to gauge ecpnomic advancerent
looking at the Gross National Product (G F) for vijrious co
yrqwth hag been di%
tributed, the most useful figure is GNP per capitj.

over a period of time. To see how this

In 1982, the World Bank stopped providing specifiq es]

for Cuban GNP per capita, but it estima
between $880 - 1,110. (Losta Rica, even

difficulties it faced ip 1981, managed a GNP per capita of

$1,430. The Dominican Republic's figur
it in the middle range of Caribbean sta

Even more significant than the raw
rates for these three states. From 1960
Rican economy and that of the Dominican
annual percentage of 33. This is a heal
that the world underwent two severe oil

s . that the figure
ith the jinancial

was $1,2¢0, which

'es"o

figqures aje the gry
Republic grew by ai

smeLy shocks durif

those years. i

Cuba, with its centralized and bureaygratic ﬁC?gomiC 5
planning, had a static GNP during those sime year;. It ;
difficult to conceive a state's GNP not [gging up Wwhen one-
of that GNP is provided in the form of & Sjoviet sibsidy. |
performance of the Cuban economy has beepn & genuine disappt
ment wher compared to free enterprise states, ;

Cuba's relative position on GNP per capjta apong its |
American neighbors was high before the Compmunist takeover.
1952, for example, only Venezuela and A gentina had higher
per capita than Cuba. By 1981, only Venezuela, Uraguay,
Argentina, Chile, Mexico, Brazil, Panamg, Payaguay, Costa |
Colombia, the Dominican Reggblic Ecuadox, Peju anj Guatema
could make the same claim.

By 1976, the number of telephones in Cuba alpost doub
although the number of telephones per capyta dropped. In

Dominican Republic the number of telephanesg in 1977 wasg alw

In Costa Rica, there were more tha

!

times the 1958 fiqure.15
times the 1958 figure.

|
!
|

|

ors,
o
ve not,
lica

rging
enciq
C.

ape

is by
ntries

Lad

jmates
is

puts

wth

~-1981, boih the Cogta

thy rise, consideriing
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. development that Cuba underwent during the 1940s and 1950s.
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Since 1958, the number of passenger |c3rs in Caba was cut in
half by 1976. In the Daminican Republic, theye wegg 7.7 tijres a3
many cars and Costa Rica's number went up ¢ times. Theso{two
countries showed spectacular progress in |attajining teleyisipr
receivers f{over a ZOOO%I;ncrease). "Castro''s jincrease from }960
to 1977 was a mere 1.3% }
!
Another indicator of development is [the number of people per
physician. The Dominican Republic went frogp over 7,000 peo'le
for each doctor in 1957 to less than 2,0Q0 jn 1973. Costa
improved its ratio from 2,700 to 1 to 1,500 to 1 dpring the
period. In Cuba, which receives so much |[cyedit for impirovi;
health care, the ratio, while lower than the democratic states,
?c:gglty fo:faslightly from 1960 to 1976 |(jirom 1,020 to 1 q
’ -to 1. : '

|
|
|

Hand in hand with improved medical ¢aje is infant mort;kity.
As we have seen, Castro managed to make that rate go up, which is
quite a neqgative achievement. During the gama period {1959+}1970)
substantially higher infant mortality rageﬁ'ip the Dominjga,
Republic a#ad Costa Rica were brought 4 gubstantially, ~ |
Finally, after 1972-73, the Cuban infant |moytality rate beg
drop, and currently stands at a respectable, hut not a |
surprising, 19 per thousand.

n to

1

have raised the life

e percentage ghan| Cuba

gh, 73 years, but if was
tes in 1960. Sincej {hen,
d or exceeded the [fyban

uch as Haiti, Boliyja

Finally, most Latin American states
expectancy of their populations by a hig
has. Cuba‘’s life expectancy figure is h
alsc higher than most Latin American sta
sixteen of Castro's neighbors have match
improvement, §6c1uding very poor states
and Honduras.”

Conclusion

What all this means is that Castro has actually arrestpq the

Other Caribbean states, with considerably less to work with| in
1959, and without a huge Soviet subsidy, |have made great stfides
in addressing their economic difficulties. In some casges, hey
have surpassed Cuba in absolute figures.| In virtually pvery case
the improvement has been far greater.

Even more importantly, Costa Rica a d the Dorinican Republic
have achieved this without prison camps, | extensive convict jabor,
executions, political prisoners, massive epigraticn, or a repres-
sive political system that stifles all forms of pclitical dips-
sent. In- the meantime, the Cuban economy has grown completely
dependent on sugar and on a huge Soviet - uhsidy. This is thp
future Castro has to offer his Third World imitatcrs.

This repudiates the rather bizarre otion that somehow, i
freedom and economic progress are incomp tible. 1f Castro't Cuka
is any example, stifling political and cjvil freedoms do nq

|
|

’
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produce a trade off in
Cuban peop!e, 25 years of Castro has mea
become a Soviet colony and their sons be

Even if Castro did provide economic
reasonable person contend that these exc
oppression that he has also inflicted on
Freedom of speech, religion, assembly, d
the birthright of all men, whether they
developed state ‘or an underdeveloped Thi

The idea that the people of Cuba sh
this birthright for subsidized medical ¢
almost indicates elitism and racism.

However, Castro continues to receiv
North Americans for his grandiose claims
avant-guarde thinkers used to praise Hit
"getting their countries moving again."
we will learn that Castro has also made
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ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT: CUBA AND OTHERS SINCZ 1959
Telephones 1958 19%¢ % ripe
Cuba 170,000 321,004 lf&
Costa Rica 13,000 151,000 1,1h%
Dominican Rep. 19,000 127,009 A 6§&
Source: UN 1978 Table 167; UN 1979-80 Tdble 354 |
Passenger cars 1958 1976 | % rige
Cuba 159,000 80;060 (s
Costa Rica 15,000 65/000 apy
Dominican Rep. 10,000 '77,990 : 70
Source: UN 1978 Table ; UN 1962 Tagle 140

Televisions 1958 1917 o 8 riﬁﬂ'
Cuba 500,000 650,000 130
Costa Rica 7,000 155,000 2,214
Dominican Rep. 6,000 160,000 2.63?
Source: UN 1978, Table 215

Life Expectancy 1960 1982 # ripe
Cuba 63 73 L &
Costa Rica 62 13 | &)
Dominican Rep. 51 2 P o
Source: World Bank, World Development RepQrt‘1983

GNP per capita 1981 AveraceJAnpual%prowtpL IIQO-QL
Cuba ' $880-1,110 - 0.6 - +0,5%
Costa Rica 1,430 3.0
Dominican Rep. A1,260 3.3

Source: World Bank, World Development Repg;t’1983
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URGENT

5326

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL VIA LDX
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

July 16, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CHARLES HILL
Executive Secretary
Department of State

COL R. J. AFFOURTIT
Executive Secretary
Department of Defense

STAT | |

Executive Secretary
Central Intelligence Agency

SUBJECT: White House Digest: "Castro's Cuba:
A Model for Arrested Development"

Please provide your comments regarding the attached White House
Digest, "Castro's Cuba: A Model for Arrested Development" by
July 20. Thank you.

m“ﬂ@ydr

Robert M. Kimmitt
Executive Secretary

Attachment

White House Digest
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CASTRO'S CUBA: A MODEL FOR ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT

In the 25 years that Fidel Castro has ruled Cuba, he has
consistently portrayed his revolution as a model for Third World
states that wish to escape the burdens of underdevelopment.
Castro presents Cuba as a success story, implying that the
country was woefully underdeveloped in 1959 but now boasts
impressive statistics in different areas of economic development.

Such a portrayal ignores many important facts and is deliber-
ately misleading. Cuba before January 1958 was well ahead of
most other, if not all other Caribbean states in many significant
economic areas.

In 1958 Cuba enjoyed the highest Gross National Product
(GNP) and per capita income in the Caribbean Basin after the U.S.
It had significantly larger numbers of cars and telephones than
its Caribbean and Central American neighbors. Moreover, the
numbers of such items were steadily rising in the years before
the Castro takeover.

By 1975, however, several Latin American countries had
passed Cuba in some of these economic indicators, demonstrating
that while some progress had been made in Cuba, it did not
approach the progress made during the same years in non-Communist
countries.

Eight other Caribbean Basin states, all of whom were well
behind Cuba in such things as numbers of cars, telephones,
televisions in 1958, made great strides in all these areas by
1977. 1In Cuba, on the other hand, there was nothing approaching
the improvement in the other eight states. If anything, Cuba has
shown itself to be a model of arrested development.

Nevertheless, impressive sounding claims are made by Castro
and on behalf of Castro. One of these is the supposed improve-
ment in the infant mortality rate in the years since 19589.
Again, Castro began from a high level. Cuba's infant mortality
rate in 1959 was 32 per thousand. This was better than most
countries in the world, including Germany, Italy and Spain. In
1970, the rate had risen to 38%, although Castro claims to have
reduced it to 19% by 1980.

Castro also takes credit for improving literacy and medical
care. In the area of literacy, the rate in 1959 was 78% and
rising. Castro's "success" has been simply in doing away with
remaining pockets of illiteracy. Improvement in medical care,
measured in numbers of people per physician, has also lagged well
behind the improvement made in other developing countries.

In the meantime, the Cuban economy has grown completely

dependent on sugar and on a huge Soviet subsidy. This is the
future Castro has to offer_his Third World imitators.
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Introduction

Cuba is similar to Ohio both in size and population. It is
frequently presented as a model for underdeveloped states because
of the alleged improvements that have been made in a number of
economic indicators since Castro marched into Havana on January
1, 1959. -

This model that is held up for emulation by so many North
American scholars is one of rigid state control of the economy
and greatly restricted civil liberties.

A Mexican scholar recently wrote about the difference
between civil liberties and what he calls the "elemental
liberties," which he claims Cuba has conquered. He is typical of
many apologists for Cuba when he says:

"How are we going to say to all of these people
[Mexicans, Salvadorans, Guatemalans] that they must fight
socialism to defend their liberty of expression? What
liberty? Do we really think that all these miserable people
can express all their frustration, bitterness and anger?

Let us think for a moment that we might talk to the

Nicaraguans of those fundamental liberties that the Cubans

have conquered.

"Tet us tell them that ... in Cuba all the children
receive free medical attention. That in Cuba no one dies of
hunger. That in Cuba everyone has shoes.... And let us tell
the Nicaraguans that in return for this there is no freedom
of expression in Cuba and dissent is not allowed and give
them the choice. What do you think they would prefer? To
stay as they are, dying of hunger but exercising their
liberty ?f expression? Or would they choose the other
option?"

This reasoning, besides revealing a certain amount of
elitism, also assumes that it is necessary to choose between
freedom and plenty. Further, it accepts the Castro line that his
reign has been an economic success story.

The reality - Cuba Before Castro

In 1958, Cuba was far ahead of most of its Caribbean Central
American neighbors economically. Moreover, many of the indica-
tors used to measure such progress were rising throughout the
1950s.

Some of these advances had little to do with the political
system the island had. Advances in technology, medicine and
industry have taken place all over the world in the 20th century
and all countries have benefitted to varying degrees. It is
ingenious for Castro to take credit for all the material advances
that have taken place while he has held power.
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United Nations Statistical Yearbooks and other sources from
International Organizations clearly show that the people of Cuba
were much better off than Nicaraguans, Costa Ricans, Salvadorans,
or the people in the two countries of Hispanola. A few
examples will demonstrate this. It is most useful to compare
Cuba with Costa Rica and the Dominican Republic since these
states have had long periods of democratic politics and free
market economic policies.

Cuba in 1958 had about 5.3 times as many people as Cosga
Rica and about 2.3 times as many as the Dominican Republic.
However, the Cubans had 170,000 telephones, 13 times as many as
telephonei Costa Rica and 9 times more than the Dominican
Republic.

Cubans travelled around their island in 159,000 cars in
1958, on 7,000 km of paved roads. Costa Ricans had 15,000 cars,
less than 10% of the Cuban figure, and less than 15% of the paved
roads5 even though Costa Rica is less than half the size of
Cuba.

Television was also readily available in the pre-Castro
days. There were 500,000 T.V.'s in Cuba, compared with only
6,000 in the Dominican Republic. In fact, the Cubans had about
six times as many television receivers as did_ the 19 million
inhabitants of eight other Caribbean nations.

Castro has also made many grandiose claims about improved
health care, especially for the poorest people of Cuba. Once
again, it is important to see what Castro had to work with and
what the trends were in 1958. The year before, the U.N. reported
that Cuba had about 6,400 doctors, more than double the number of
ten years earlier.

Costa Rica had only 379 Doctors i9 1957 and the Dominican
Republic had fewer than 600 (in 1954). What this means is
that Cuba was already well ahead of its neighbors both in abso-
lute numbers of physicians and the ratio of doctors to
inhabitants.

This undoubtedly accounts in part for the substantially
lower death rates in Cuba, as compared to Costa Rica and the
Dominican Republic. Interestingly enough, the death rates
dropped substantially in the latter two countrieg by 1972, which
in Cuba the drop was less than one per thousand.

Castro resorted to an outright fabrication to claim success
for lowering the infant mortality rate. Part of the legend of
Castroism is that it is responsible for lowering the infant
mortality rate from 60 per thousand to 19 per thousand. The
reality is less impressive.

When Castro camg to power, the rate was not 60 per thousand
but 32 per thousand. Lowering this rate to 19, which, by the
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way, is Castro's figure and not that of an independent health
organization, is far less an accomplishment than going from 60 to
19.

In the first eleven years of Castroism, however, the rate
actually rose to 38 per thousand. During the same period in
Costa Rica and the Dominican Republic, the rate dropped sub-
stantially. What becomes clear from these figqures is first, that
Castro inherited an infant mortality rate lower than that of
several developed states (Germany, Italy and Spain) and far lower
than anywhere else in Latin America; and second, that the
worsening of this rate was virtually unique in the Caribbean
area.

This is, no doubt, why Castro misrepresented the rate before
he came to power. What is puzzling is that so many knowledgeable
and impartial observers would accept Castro's figure without
looking into it more closely.

Castro is praised by some observers for bringing life
expectancy up to 70 years, certainly a respectable figure, if
true. But once again, Fidel began with a higher figure than most
of his neighbors. Life expectancy in Cuba from 1955-60 was 62,
compared to 61 in Costa Rica and only 49 in the Dominican
Republic. By 1975 it had risen to 69.5, for an increase of 12%.
Costa R}sa's rise was also 12% and the Dominican Republic went up
to 18%.

Castro's "achievement," therefore, was no better than
democratic Costa Rica's and not as dramatic as the Dominican
Republic's. More to the point, life expectancy has been
increasing in most states not at war because of better medicines
and health care. This has little to do with the political
structure.

Finally, there remains the question of literacy. Some of
Castro's and his apologists' most grandiose claims are in this
area and they are frequently used as justification for his
totalitarianism policies. Castro inherited one of the highest
literacy rates in Latin America and a well-advanced urban
society. (Literacy is usually higher in urban areas than in
rural areas.) A

In fact, the literacy rate in 1958 was about 78%.11 This
was largely due to the trend toward urbanization and industri-
alization. Castro's "success" has been simply in doing away
with remaining pockets of illiteracy. Even this is not an
unalloyed blessing, since Castro's literacy program includes a
heavy dose of Marxist-Leninist indoctrination along with the
spelling lessons. ‘
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Arrested Development - Cuba and Others Since 1959

We have seen that in 1959 Cuba was far ahead of its
neighbors in numbers of telephones, cars, televisions, doctors,
infant mortality and literacy. The improvements since 1959,
however, have been far less dramatic than in states that have not
had Communist governments or huge Soviet subsides. Costa Rica
and the Dominican Republic are prime examples of this.

By 1961, both Cuba and the Dominican Republic were emerging
from long periods of traditional dictatorship, that of Fulgencio
Battista in Cuba and Omar Trujillo in the Dominican Republic.
However, the Dominican §§public was in terrible economic shape
and Cuba was far ahead.

One of the easiest ways to gauge economic advancement is by
looking at the Gross National Product (GNP) for various countries
over a period of time. To see how this growth has been dis-
tributed, the most useful figure is GNP per capita.

In 1982, the World Bank stopped providing specific estimates
for Cuban GNP per capita, but it estimates that the figure is
between $880 - 1,110. Costa Rica, even with the financial
difficulties it faced in 1981, managed a GNP per capita of
$1,430. The Dominican Republic's figure was $1,260, which puts
it in the middle range of Caribbean states.

Even more significant than the raw figures are the growth
rates for these three states. From 1960-1981, both the Costa
Rican economy and that of the Dominican Republic grew by an
annual percentage of 3%. This is a healthy rise, considering
that the world underwent two severe oil supply shocks during
those years.

Cuba, with its centralized and bureaucratic ecggomic
planning, had a static GNP during those same years. It is
difficult to conceive a state's GNP not going up when one-quarter
of that GNP is provided in the form of a Soviet subsidy. The
performance of the Cuban economy has been a genuine disappoint-
ment when compared to free enterprise states.

Cuba's relative position on GNP per capita among its Latin
American neighbors was high before the Communist takeover. In
1952, for example, only Venezuela and Argentina had higher GNPs
per capita than Cuba. By 1981, only Venezuela, Uraguay,
Argentina, Chile, Mexico, Brazil, Panama, Paraguay, Costa Rica,
Colombia, the Dominican Reggblic Ecuador, Peru and Guatemala
could make the same claim.

By 1976, the number of telephones in Cuba almost doubled,
although the number of telephones per capita dropped. In the
Dominican Republic the number of telephones in 1977 was almost 7
times the 1958 figure.lSIn Costa Rica, there were more than 10
times the 1958 figure.
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Since 1958, the number of passenger cars in Cuba was cut in
half by 1976. In the Dominican Republic, there were 7.7 times as
many cars and Costa Rica's number went up 4 times. These two
countries showed spectacular progress in attaining television
receivers (over a 2000%1;ncrease). Castro's increase from 1960
to 1977 was a mere 1.3%

Another indicator of development is the number of people per
physician. The Dominican Republic went from over 7,000 people
for each doctor in 1957 to less than 2,000 in 1973. Costa Rica
improved its ratio from 2,700 to 1 to 1,500 to 1 during the same
period. In Cuba, which receives so much credit for improvin
health care, the ratio, while lower than the democratic states,
actually rosiaslightly from 1960 to 1976 (from 1,020 to 1 to
1,120 to 1.)

Hand in hand with improved medical care is infant mortality.
As we have seen, Castro managed to make that rate go up, which is
quite a negative achievement. During the same period (1959-1970)
substantially higher infant mortality rates in the Domin}gan
Republic and Costa Rica were brought down substantially.
Finally, after 1972-73, the Cuban infant mortality rate began to
drop, and currently stands at a respectable, but not a
surprising, 19 per thousand.

Finally, most Latin American states have raised the life
expectancy of their populations by a higher percentage than Cuba
has. Cuba's life expectancy fiqgure is high, 73 years, but it was
also higher than most Latin American states in 1960. Since then,
sixteen of Castro's neighbors have matched or exceeded the Cuban
improvement, %Bcluding very poor states such as Haiti, Bolivia
and Honduras.

Conclusion

what all this means is that Castro has actually arrested the
development that Cuba underwent during the 1940s and 1950s.
Other Caribbean states, with considerably less to work with in
1959, and without a huge Soviet subsidy, have made great strides
in addressing their economic difficulties. 1In some cases, they
have surpassed Cuba in absolute figures. In virtually every case
the improvement has been far greater..

Even more importantly, Costa Rica and the Dominican Republic
have achieved this without prison camps, extensive convict labor,
executions, political prisoners, massive emigration, or a repres-
sive political system that stifles all forms of political dis-
sent. In the meantime, the Cuban economy has grown completely
dependent on sugar and on a huge Soviet subsidy. This is the
future Castro has to offer his Third World imitators.

This repudiates the rather bizarre notion that somehow

freedom and economic progress are incompatible. If Castro's Cuba
is any example, stifling political and civil freedoms do not
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produce a trade off in greater economic development. For the
Cuban people, 25 years of Castro has meant seeing their land
become a Soviet colony and their sons become Soviet proxy troops.

Even if Castro did provide economic benefits, can any
reasonable person contend that these excuse the Communist
oppression that he has also inflicted on the people of Cuba?
Freedom of speech, religion, assembly, dissent, and the press are
the birthright of all men, whether they live in a prosperous
developed state or an underdeveloped Third World state.

The idea that the people of Cuba should be willing to sell
this birthright for subsidized medical care is appalling, and
almost indicates elitism and racism.

However, Castro continues to receive high praise from many
North Americans for his grandiose claims, much the same way
avant-guarde thinkers used to praise Hitler and Mussolini for
"getting their countries moving again." Perhaps before too long
we will learn that Castro has also made the trains run on time.
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ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT: CUBA AND OTHERS SINCE 1959

Telephones 1958 1977 % rise
Cuba 170,000 321,000 188
Costa Rica 13,000 151,000 1,162
Dominican Rep. 19,000 127,000 668

Source: UN 1978 Table 167; UN 1979-80 Table 154

Passenger cars 1958 1976 % rise
Cuba 159,000 80,000 (50)
Costa Rica 15,000 65,000 433
Dominican Rep. 10,000 77,000 770
Source: UN 1978 Table ; UN 1962 Table 140

Televisions 1958 ' 1977 % rise
Cuba 500,000 650,000 130
Costa Rica 7,000 155,000 2,214
Dominican Rep. 6,000 160,000 _ 2,667

Source: UN 1978, Table 215

Life Expectancy 1960 1981 $ rise
Cuba 63 73 16
Costa Rica 62 73 18
Dominican Rep. _ 51 62 - 22

Source: World Bank, World Development Report 1983

GNP per capita 1981 Average Annual Growth, 1960-81
Cuba $880-1,110 - 0.6 - +0.5%

Costa Rica 1,430 3.0

Dominican Rep. 1,260 ' 3.3

Source: World Bank, World Development Report 1983
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